"GEORGE THE THIRD
denied a father's love. George, therefore, came forward as the
champion of retrenchment, who would not even allow his own
£ ill-advised' son to squander the people's money. He presented
counter-proposals: he was prepared to allow the Prince .£50,000
a year out of his own Civil List, which with the income from the
Duchy of Cornwall would give him ^62,000 a year; and the
Ministry were recommended to ask Parliament only for -£50,000
to pay die Prince's debts and fit up his house.
Portland and Fox were in a fix. They had pledged themselves
to provide the Prince with £100,000 a year; and Fox was pre-
pared to resign rather than break his word. At the same time
he was not at first altogether convinced that he could not carry
his point against the King; but he was quickly disillusioned when
North in the Cabinet refused to commit himself to support a
cause which would so patently give colour to the suggestion,
originally made by the King himself, that they were * the Prince
of Wales's Ministers/ Fox was adamant: he would withdraw
from the Administration sooner than break his word to his friend.
But it is obvious that Fox did not propose to quit office so easily.
Somehow or other the Prince must be induced to release him
from his promise, and allow the question of the allowance to be
settled by a free vote of the Cabinet. The Prince could be as
generously-minded as Fox; but at the same rime he was very
angry and disappointed by the turn of events; and not only did
he ache to get the better of his father, but he wanted the money
badly to keep his creditors quiet. Some of his intimate friends,
aware that Fox's withdrawal from the Ministry must inevitably
result in its collapse—and that would mean that many of Brooks's
clientele would suffer considerable loss, counselled the Prince to
release * dear Charles' from his promise. Eventually the Prince
gave way, but in the meantime it seems certain that Fox himself
had taken a hand in the business, advising his friend that the
question of the allowance ought to be left to the Cabinet.1 Fox
1 The suggestion that Fox himself advised the Prince of Wales to allow the Cabinet
a free vote on the question of the allowance seems to be supported by the letter which
the Prince wrote to * dear Charles * on June i8th :
deab charles—After what has already passed, I did not require this additional
proof of your friendship and attachment: you will see by the letter I have this instant
written to the Duke of Portland, how ready I am to take your advice^ and that I leave
it entirely to the Cabinet
Yours most sincerely,
george P.
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